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Photo Captions:

The Parish Mission was held on February 26, 27, and 28. Father Tom McCarthy, OSA, 
led the mission called, The Restless Journey. Photos courtesy of Carmen Smargi-
assi/www.MODA.photography.

The Saint Anastasia Parish Youth Group held a Youth Mass and bonfire on                     
December 4th.

Our parish school has celebrated many faithful, educational, fun, and exciting 
events this year.

Welcome to The Anastasian. We hope you enjoy this 
newsletter. St. Anastasia is a large, vibrant parish with 
many different groups engaged in wonderful activi-
ties that give life to the parish. This newsletter will offer 
you the chance to learn more about the many ways our 
friends and neighbors in Christ engage with the parish to 
deepen their faith and enrich their lives. And you will see 
they are having a lot of fun too! Please let us know what 
you think and how we can improve. 
        E-mail us at promotion@saintannies.org. 
        "Like" us on Facebook saintanastasianewtownsquare
        Follow the parish Instagram saintanastasiaparish
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Dear Parishioners of Saint Anastasia,

On behalf of the parish community, I thank the Promotion Committee for another fine issue of 
The Anastasian. Our desire to be “one parish community” comes a little closer to reality with each venture like this one. The 
Anastasian is a way to disseminate information and keep everyone abreast of the many wonderful happenings here in the 
parish.

Speaking of wonderful happenings, our Parish Mission was a great success! Thank you to the many people that attended 
the Mission here in church and through livestream. Thanks to all the greeters, servers, lectors, musicians, hospitality workers, 
and the many volunteers who shared your baking talents. What a great example of the parish coming together for a parish 
event! It was wonderful to see our church filled each night to hear Father Tom McCarthy. You will read more about the
Mission in this issue.

Another vital part of our parish is Saint Anastasia School. You will surely enjoy reading the article of “What’s Happening at 
Saint Anastasia School?” If you do not know how amazing St. Annie’s School is you will have some idea after reading this 
article which highlights only a few of the school's strengths.

Another success is the revived Youth Group! Beginning in November of 2022, over 70 high school students have gathered 
for Masses, social events, service projects, and fun activities under the guidance of Father Artman. You will see both in word 
and pictures that these young people are enthusiastic and eager to be together and to live out their faith by helping others.

This spring publication will also feature the upcoming happenings of Holy Week. You can check the schedule for time of 
Masses and Services as well as a few “extras” as we prepare to celebrate the great feast of Easter. 

As our Mission Statement reminds us, 
“Compelled by the Good News of Jesus 
Christ, we are committed to growing in  
a deeper relationship with God and with 
one another.” May the reading of The 
Anastasian be a spark to deepen your        
relationship with God and with one an-
other.

A Letter from Our Pastor
Father Colagreco
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Coming Events for Holy Week
Holy Week begins on April 2 with Palm Sunday. It culminates with the Easter Triduum, which is the holiest time of the litur-
gical year. Although the Easter Triduum encompasses Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday, those three days are 
liturgically one day unfolding for us the unity of Christ's Paschal Mystery. There are many events at Saint Anastasia Parish 
that will help you enter into that mystery before celebrating the Resurrection on Easter Sunday.

• April 1, Saturday of the 5th Week of LentApril 1, Saturday of the 5th Week of Lent- Additional Confession Times- 12:00, 3:00, and 4:30 PM
• April 2, Palm SundayApril 2, Palm Sunday- Distribution of Palms
• April 3, Holy MondayApril 3, Holy Monday- The Living Stations of the Cross- 2:00 PM
• April 6, Holy ThursdayApril 6, Holy Thursday- Mass of the Lord’s Supper- 7:30 PM
• April 7, Good FridayApril 7, Good Friday- Celebration of the Lord’s Passion- 2:00 PM- Tenebrae- 7:00 PM
• April 8, Holy SaturdayApril 8, Holy Saturday- Children’s Easter Egg Hunt- 10:00 AM- Blessing of Easter Food and Baskets- 3:00 PM- Easter Vigil   
                                              Mass- 7:30 PM

Easter Sunday Mass TimesEaster Sunday Mass Times
7:00, 9:00, 10:30 AM and 12:00 PM7:00, 9:00, 10:30 AM and 12:00 PM

A Letter from Our Pastor
Father Colagreco
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What's Happening at St. Anastasia School?

In this new year, St. Anastasia School has been quite busy celebrating our school, our commitment to service, and a special 
student in our school community.

In January we celebrated our annual Catholic Schools WeekCatholic Schools Week. We kicked off the week with an Opening Mass and an in-
person Open House to showcase our school. We were thrilled with the turn out! Many of our families came to see the facility 
and all the great work of the students and teachers. We had many new families register their children during New Family                
Registration. Our enrollment numbers for next year are at 
a record high! During the week we had an informational 
presentation for parents and students on Social Media 
Safety, and an engaging, hands-on Jump Rope Assem-
bly for our younger students. The annual Spartan Games 
are always a fun addition to the week. This year we held 
the first annual Flight on Ice Skate Night Flight on Ice Skate Night on Wednesday, 
February 1st. The students had a blast skating, all while 
raising money for our school. We ended the week with 
a special Teacher Appreciation Luncheon hosted by the 
Home and School Association. It was quite a treat! We 
had a terrific week showing off all the wonderful aspects 
of our school.

By Kelly Petras Photos courtesy of School Faculty
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What's Happening at St. Anastasia School?

We had two of our favorite visitors stop by and speak on the importance of service 
at our Catholic Schools Week Mass, Sister Maggie and Sister Cathy, from the Access 
Center in Chester. They challenged the students to help support those less fortunate 
by collecting specific items such as canned chili, stew, and coffee. Everyone took the 
challenge seriously! The number of items donated made for a huge "haul" to the Ac-
cess Center. Sister and her team were extremely grateful to the students and made 
a thank you video to show their appreciation. More importantly, the students were 
enthusiastic about helping those in need. 

This year our school’s annual Valentine's Dress Down Day took on a whole greater 
meaning of love and kindness! LOVE FOR ELORALOVE FOR ELORA was established to support one 
of our fellow first grade students as she undergoes extensive medical treatments. 
The outpouring of love and the sea of pinks and reds touched all of us. The day was 
made even more special when Elora surprised us with an unexpected visit, dressed 
in her sparkles, ready to greet her class on Valentine’s Day. We were able to show 
Elora our love for her to use for strength during her treatments. Elora’s daily pres-
ence in our school promotes courage, empathy, and the power of faith and prayers. 
At such a young age, she has become a role model and inspiration to so many of 
us. We continue to pray that God holds Elora and her family in His healing embrace. 

February 15th marked the 100th Day of School100th Day of School. To celebrate, our first-grade students dressed up as if they were 
100 years old. They sure put a smile on all our faces as they paraded around the school.

During the last week of February, we welcomed visitors from the Middle States AssociationMiddle States Association to observe our 
school. We welcomed the team with breakfast, Ash Wednesday Mass, and then hit the ground running with 
interviews, observations, and discussions. We enjoyed showing our strengths and receiving feedback on how 
to continue to make St. Anastasia the best school it can be. At the end of the week, we were proud of our                  
accomplishments as we received our anticipated Middle States re-accreditation. 

We hope to continue to be able to shine such a spotlight on our amazing school! We truly appreciate the           
collaborative leadership of Father Colagreco, Father Artman, and the administration, along with all the hard 
work of the fabulous and dedicated teachers and staff. Our students, families, and community members can 
take pride in St. Anastasia School and Parish.  

Photos courtesy of School Faculty



Issue 23 - The A
nastasian - 8

The Anastasian 8 March 2023

Parish Youth Group

Our parish mission statement affirms our call to “strive to become a more vibrant parish by inspiring an atmosphere of be-
longing, of welcoming, and by promoting opportunities to share and spread our Catholic Faith.” In response to this mission, 
it was brought up in the Pastoral Council to revive our parish youth group to engage the young people of Saint Anastasia 
in the culture of our parish. In October 2022, Father Artman met with a core group of 13 high schoolers, myself included,     
in regards to setting up a high school youth group, and the initial group was very enthusiastic about starting one back up 
again.

On November 5th and December 4th at 5:30 PM, our first two youth masses were held, followed by an ice cream social and 
bonfire, respectively. Over 70 high schoolers, and some parents, attended these masses. I had the opportunity to serve my 
fellow youth and parishioners at Mass as a lector, and several other members from the core group were involved as musi-
cians, altar servers, sacristans, greeters, and gift bearers. These evenings were a great success, and many friendships were 
rekindled. During the Christmas season, 7 members of the youth group came together for a gift-wrapping service project 
and pizza party. They wrapped almost 4 dozen gifts for our parishioners, demonstrating their dedication to serving God 
through service to the parish community.

St. Pope John Paul II, at the 2002 World Youth Day, proclaimed this powerful message: “Dear young people, let yourselves 
be taken over by the light of Christ, and spread that light wherever you are.” Our parish youth group is looking forward to 

By Theresa Stolarczyk
Photos courtesy of Father Artman
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additional youth masses and more opportunities for outreach to the poor and our parishioners in the coming months to 
fulfill PJPII’s calling. We will be making PB&J sandwiches for the poor, conducting a parish Easter Egg Hunt, holding a pos-
sible faith-sharing series, and other activities.

It has been such a joy to participate in our parish youth group. It is wonderful to know that in a culture where more and 
more members of the youth are not active in their faith, there is still a large group of teenagers here at Saint Anastasia who 
are passionate about living out their Catholic faith. I hope that through the Saint Anastasia Parish Youth Group, more of 
our young people will have a personal encounter with Jesus Christ and be encouraged to know, love, and serve the Lord 
in our parish community and in all aspects of their daily life.

If you would like to keep up to date with our parish youth group, be sure to follow @SaintAnniesYouth on Instagram!
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Parish Mission - 
The Restless Journey

What is a Parish Mission? If you were at Saint Anastasia Parish any of the nights of February 26-27-28, you can answer that 
question!  It is a time of being together on retreat as a parish community. It is a time of spiritual insight, of challenge, of con-
necting with the God who acts in our lives, and a time of laughter! Father Tom McCarthy, OSA, provided all the above and 
more as he shared with us his reflections on The Restless Journey.

For each of the three nights Father McCarthy spoke, our parish church was filled with over 600 eager faces and hearts 
yearning to learn more about how to walk The Restless Journey of our lives. Each night we were challenged with a different 
question. How am I entering The Restless Journey? How am I being called into The Restless Journey? How am I living out 
The Restless Journey?  We listened to scripture, heard about Father Tom’s life experiences, and through a variety of stories, 
we were invited to recall our own stories and the many ways that God is with us on our own restless journey. 

Father Tom reminded us that the restless journey is about not giving up. Each night he offered us  specific challenges:       
“Never be satisfied with where you are, or you’ll never get to the place where you were meant to be.”  “Be a welcoming “Never be satisfied with where you are, or you’ll never get to the place where you were meant to be.”  “Be a welcoming 
Church. Invite others in … and Jesus will do the rest.”  “Sometimes things don’t work out, but God has another plan.”              Church. Invite others in … and Jesus will do the rest.”  “Sometimes things don’t work out, but God has another plan.”              
“Remember God writes straight with crooked lines.”  ”Keep the faith and give it away!”  “Live life to the full.” “Remember God writes straight with crooked lines.”  ”Keep the faith and give it away!”  “Live life to the full.”  Our hearts and 
minds are filled with the challenges and wisdom Father shared with us and the ultimate challenge for each of us is to put 
into practice what we have heard. As Father Tom said over and over, “You are here because God wants you here.” “You are here because God wants you here.” Let us all 

By Sister Mary Barrar SSJ
Photos courtesy of Carmen Smargiassi MODA photography
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answer that question of why God wanted us at the Parish Mission.  Maybe then we will know the next step on our own 
personal restless journey. 

Father Tom and his mission talks provided our Saint Anastasia Parish community an opportunity to grow in faith and in 
our relationship with God. Many members of this community came together to pray and listen. Many of us gathered in the 
vestibule to share good food and conversation with one another. In the words of one of our parishioners, “It really felt like “It really felt like 
a parish community during this Mission.”a parish community during this Mission.”  May we all continue to grow in our relationship with God and with one another! 
May we all continue to grow as “one parish community.”
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Parish Mission Photos courtesy of Carmen Smargiassi MODA photography
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We, the parishioners of Saint Anastasia, are a strong 

faith based community, grounded in more than a 

century of Catholic 

tradition, rooted in worship and service. 

Compelled by the Good News of Jesus Christ, we are 

committed to growing in a deeper 

relationship with God and with one another. We strive 

to become a more vibrant parish by inspiring an at-

mosphere of belonging, of welcoming, and by 

promoting opportunities to share and spread our 

Catholic faith, so that we may be more united as one 

parish community.


